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quelt.opolntinge in Fronce for Lix, Yous

lhe gomigscioner for the Fuhrer guseus in Linz

AB an Anbi~Razi I lost ay position as Dirsotor of the Kunstver-
ein in Haaourg in the year 1933 and opened in 1934 in Hanburg an art-
gollery. I ar angoed modorn exhibitions, leotures nid nrt-evenings
on ay premises, As lHamburg was more desoorutie tha. other cities,
it waps possible to kxeep sy art gallery, up to tho war, as an isle
of free thought.
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I was sont to Puris on the endorseuents of forusr colleagues,
the Directors of grout mucewas., This I liked very auch, because
on agoount of the bombrn and the slways inereasing liazi-terror, I
could not keep ay art gallery any longer. There wae furtheraore
the danger that I, as quarter Jow, should have beun foreced to : ork
for the "Orgunization Todt." I had to decide between the war oy
work for the :useuns. I was an officor in the First vorld wap; on
acoount of me havi Jewish blood I could not become an offigsy
in the uitler~nrmyn%wurnberger'Gesetze) az 1t was not peraivted
for such people to boecous superiors. On the other hand, thore evi-
dently was no intention of degrading e and s0 I had psraapent
lesve froa the Aray.

ATter ay home and shop in liasburg were destroyed by bombs, I
moved ay fardly to uy sothor's house in Ire:-den (1942) where I also .
gpent much tiawe. vhen Dr. Voous, after the death of Dr. Poase, was
appointed as successor to the Directorship of the iuseusm in Dresden
and as cowalasioner for the Fuhrersuseus in Ling, I was called by
P¥e Voss %o help hiam with the buying of paintings in raris. .
Haberstock (fallen out with rof. Voss) who up to that time had
the monopoly, withdrew froa his Jjob., Prof. Voss kept besides ae,
as 1 have roason to boelieve, several other =en froa the Dorotheua
in vienns, s Mr. “chaidt, who lives nesr Luoke Constance and A Dr.
Goepel. I had the iapression, that 'rof., Voss liked to work with me
because we wore of the sewe political opinion. Voss was, as far
a8 I know, nover a party-usaber, he assured me of that often and wan
a fanatio opponent of the regine. As I heard r. Posse himself,
proposed in his %estaseut Dr. Voss as his succesuor, Dr. V. being
an international cuthority on Italien art and like ﬁtnsalr a
pupil of Bode.

How the ,piwmxif'm.mmwmuw-

The superior authority for Ir. Voss was, as far as I know
begnuse I did not have olosar fncighte, the office of noiohaloitar
Bormann, JPeyaents were made froam the Reichskanzlel over the Bank-
heus “chickler, lolbruck in Berlin. My bills were auade out to
Prof Voass, Coumaissioner for the lusousn 'inz. I have never seen nor
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Spoken to any superior officiaels of Dr. Vosa, nor ever written to
them, Hgybe It 1s of interest %o note, that neither Ir. Gopel, who
bought mostly in Holland for Or, Vosu, or Lr. Reiwex, ohief assiastant
of Voss, were asembors of the party, ss I was assured fron many. sides.
The purchames in Paris were porfectly normsl, I had given %0 me the
photos of paintings and aostly Dr. Voos bought them without having
sgen theu, entirely on the strongth of ay deseriptions., Any force
whatsogveyr was ot used, If Dr. Voss thought the pistures to
expensive, he 4id not buy thea,

The Fuhrer bought, as I was told, for his private purposes
atill meny ptotures through .irs. slhms Dietrieh, the Thotographer
Hof'fuann and othera, which irof. Voss did not see in Frange.
For these purchases there exiosted no laid out plan, while Prof.
Voas wished to have & uuseun ¢ollection put on ¢ salontifie
and historio baso., 7The paytent of the peintliugs wus done with
ths permiasion of the Uevisenntelie ovsr the clearing. I have
pever bought a picbure, which was ot offersd voluntary to me.
If palntinge wers pointed out to e ss not for sale, I did not
even ask for the rice. I did iot nved to do 80 as I had enough
offers.

gow 4% wos with pictures £roa Jewish collaections

As I heard, the Jewish owned art treasures in Franoe were uselzed
by & law, but whieh I hsve never seen with my eyoz. I know that
the Cerasn Aabassador used & Haroque, Vriting desk, which caue
fron the Rotheohild cclleeticon. I also saw marvallous freuch
drawings froa the 1lBth century in tie roous of the Cerasn Rubuesy,

ohugerd-paldigoloone froa the saue vource. It was told o me,

tha¥ there exieted in raris a paluce in whieh the Jewish art poge
ssssions were collsoted and whore tiey were divided asong the
different offiolals., I never wont to this building., They %told e
that a certain ir, Lohseé, who was aoting for Goxing, was the chief
of t:is houne. T avolded mwceting this uasn and met him only onde
dn an exhititisn without uy intention. I always avoided to ueet
high Kezi-0fficlals in raris. I was only once to a large rgcoption
in the embassy topethor with hundreds of people. There was rumnop
that the Gestapo bought undey pressure, paintings froa private or
desalers, whieh I heard veory often, but I nevar oould prove it or even
get reliable information, as I othoerwice should have isone after such
an aocusation and would have inforaed Prof. Voss privately, I did
.notige indeed that I was not shown many plotures, which wers reser-
vold for o8her declers.
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